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2023 Ak-Chin Masik Tas brings big crowds
and entertainment to the Community

Ak-Chin’s 2023 Masik Tas
brought in heavy numbers for
the four-day weekend, starting
December 14-17, that offered
free carnival and rodeo events
for everyone to enjoy, located
just west of Ak-Chin Circle
and Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino.

There was a spectacular
concert line up as well, with
Midland and Parker McCollum
headlining.
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Thursday opened up with
a morning roping and a
Community Only carnival,
allowing Ak-Chin families
the opportunity to enjoy the
carnival all to themselves a
day early, taking advantage of
the short lines and free games.

“The carnival featured 45 food
and arts and crafts vendors,
as well as free carnival rides,
games, and fun zone with

John Zabawa
MUSD Student
Spotlight

Story by Tyaun Marshburn, photo submitted

On December 13th, John
Zabawa was honored as a
MUSD  Student  Spotlight
winner during the Maricopa
Unified School District
Governing board meeting.

Spotlight Students are selected
monthly by the principal for
their outstanding commitment
to their education, their school
and their community.

Zabawa received the award for
his academic achievements,
demonstrating great character,
helping others and being

a great ambassador for his
school.

John is a 6th grader at Maricopa
Wells Middle School, he is
the son of Joseph and Sarah
Zabawa, grandson of Joe and
Adella Zabawa and great-
grandson of Evelina Lopez.

For all his success he received a
certificate and a fist bump from
members of the governing
board and Dr. Iman.

Congratulations John Zabawa,
keep up the great work!
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inflatables and a petting zoo.”
Michelle Trujillo, Community
Events Manager shared.

Bright and early Friday
morning there were many
young buckaroos up and at
‘em for the Junior Rodeo. We
had quite a few community
members who participated and
some were able to make good
times and win some prize
money.

Marcus Stephens

Community members Caleb
Ugalde won the 6-9 All-
Around Champion; winning
the Goat Tail Pull and placing
in the Ribbon Roping and Calf
Riding; while Miss Paislee
White, hung on tight for a
hard-earned 3rd place in the
Sheep Riding.

Friday evening included the
Bull Bash, where Ak-Chin’s
Marcus Stephens placed 3rd in

Photo by Ashley Vincent

- Open Bull Riding
the Open Bull Riding.

Friday night the Community
brought out country superstars
Midland, for a free outdoor
concert. You could see steady
traffic turning west on Farrell,
as many out of towners drove
the 347 for the free show, that
did not disappoint.

“Friday, we had over four
thousand people show up

Masik Tas continues to page 3

AKk-Chin Recreation sparks
Christmas Spirit with
Holiday Contests

Ak-Chin Recreation Christmas House Decorating Contest Most Creative Winner goes to
Sandra Shade. Homes were judged on December 21.

Story by Raychel Peters, photos by Ashley Vincent

The Ak-Chin Community was
all aglow for the holidays, with
many festive decorations that
lined the homes from Farrell
Rd. all the way to Peters and
Nall.

Enticed by Ak-Chin Parks and
Recreation, community homes
and departments decorated
trees at Milton “Paul” Antone
Memorial Park, as well as their
homes.

Christmas House
Decorating Contest

Many also took it to the next
level with their lights and
decorations in hopes of placing
in  Ak-Chin  Recreation’s
annual ~ Christmas  House
Decorating Contest.

“We had 20 contestants
throughout the community

with four different Christmas
House Decorating Categories.”
Jordan Gusse, Parks and
Recreation Coordinator
shared.

“For each category we had 1st,
2nd, and 3rd place winners. 1st
place received a $300 Amazon
gift card, 2nd place received
a $200 Amazon gift card, 3rd
place received a $100 Amazon
gift card.”

Categories/Winners

Most Creative

1st Place — Sandra Shade
2nd Place — Marla Antone
3rd Place — Miranda Iniesta

Best Holiday Spirit

1st Place — Elvera Stephens
2nd Place — Lillian Shade
3rd Place — Geraldine Looper

Cutest

1st Place- Tera Manuel

2nd Place- Felippa Peters
3rd Place- Jacob Dickerson

Best use of Lights

1st Place- Candi Chavez
2nd Place- Georgia Corella
3rd Place- Adam Bowman

The Parks and Recreation
department would like to
congratulate all the winners
and thank all the families in the
community that participated in
this year’s Christmas House
Decorating contest.

Light up the Village

Ak-Chin Parks and Recreation
department held its annual
“Light up the Village” contest
for a 3rd year in hopes of
enticing departments to spread
holiday cheer by decorating

Christmas Contests continue fo page 3
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Elders gather to have
lunch on 12/29 in
celebration of the

New Year.

For lunch they
enjoyed menudo,
rolls, chicken
w/ hominy and
pineapple upside-
down cake.

Christmas Crafts
with AK-Chin Police
Department

Story and photos by Tyaun Marshburn

On December 21, the Ak-
Chin Police Department
hosted Christmas Crafts
at the multi-purpose
Justice complex.

Snacks and hot chocolate
were provided for the
kids to enjoy while they
decorated their crafts.

Everyone had the option
to decorate  wooden

snowflakes, ornaments
and Christmas trees.

There was also a station
to make 3D penguins
filled with stuffing.

Most people decorated
multiple ornaments,
Officers also joined in on
the festivities, decorating
their own ornaments.

JANUARY/ ELDER)
BREAKFAST-LUNCH|MENU

5 Ham & Eqggs,
Hashbrowns, Toast,
Fruit W/ Cottage
Cheese / Beef Soup
w/ Vegetables, Moon
Bread, Jell-O

8 Cream of Wheat,
Boiled Eggs, Toast,
Fruit / Pinto Beans,
Beef Soft Taco,
Roasted Vegetables,
Corn Bread, Fruit
Cocktail

9 Potato Casserole,
Scrambled Eggs,
Toast, Muffin & Fruit
/ Swedish Meatballs,
Brown Rice, Green
Beans, Cherry Crisp

10 Oatmeal, Boiled
Eggs, Toast, Fruit /
Baked Chicken, Yam
or Potato, Salad,
Plums

11 Waffles, Scrambled
Eggs, Bacon, Mixed
Berries / Ham Mac
& Cheese, Broccoli,

Rolls, Pineapple

12 Breakfast Burrito,
Oatmeal Cookie,
Fruit, Yogurt / Tacos,
Zucchini w/ Corn,
Rice, Cake

15 CENTER CLOSED

16 Oatmeal, Boiled
Eggs, Toast, Fruit

/ Cabbage Stew,
Carrots, Peas,
Biscuits, Apple Sauce

17 Biscuits & Gravy,
Scrambled Eggs,
Fruit Salad, Granola
Bar / Spaghetti,
Salad, Texas Toast,
Fresh Cut Fruit

18 Scrambled Eggs,
Hash browns, Bacon,
Toast & Fruit / Black
Eyed Peas, Pork
Chop, Normandy
Vegetables, Moon
Bread, Mandarin
Oranges

Menu subject to change

Santa stopped by to take
pictures with the kids as
they told him what they
wanted for Christmas.

Around noon the police

department provided
the  hungry crafters
with  lunch, serving
hamburgers,  hotdogs,

chips and beverages.
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AKk-Chin’s first
Scholastic book fair a

Story By Linda Brill
photo by Justin Thomas

The first, but not last,
Scholastic Book Fair
was held in the lobby
of the Ak-Chin Library/
Education building
December 7th-18th.

Thefairwaswell-attended
by the community, and
lots of positive feedback
and suggestions were
provided. We even had
several families from
Maricopa  visit  and
purchase books!

Many thanks to everyone
who helped to make the
fair a success. Makaylia
Allison, Aaliyah Begay,

SUCCESS

and Robin Vincent did an
awesome job running the
fair.

Tera Manuel, a.k.a. Mrs.
Scholastic, pitched in
to help with the fair
set-up. And a special
thanks to the Education

Photo submitted

Department and Library
that purchased books as
incentives and rewards
for students in their
programs.

Keep an eye out for
the dates of the Spring
Scholastic Book Fair.

Above: Santa stopped by the Ak-Chin Preschool to pass out gifts and take pictures with
Mrs. Marcela and Ms. Francine’s class.
Lower left: Santa and Alexandra Lopez (lower right) Santa and Luke Barkley
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements and wishes
may be phoned in, faxed

or e-mailed.

ARTWORK, LETTERS,
STORIES
The Ak-Chin O’odham
Runner is a Community
Newspaper and encourages
Community involvement.

If you have artwork, photos,
poems or a great story that
you would like to share,
please contact us so we
can include it in “YOUR”
newspaper. Also, if you have
suggestions or comments
about “YOUR” newspaper,
let the Runner Staff know
that too.

All submitted letters MUST
be signed by the author and
are limited to 200 words.
Authors must also include
their name, address, and
phone number. Names can
be omitted by request.
Anonymous submissions will
not be accepted.

We reserve the right to edit
all submitted material for
clarity, grammar and good
taste. All submissions should
be received as typed or
non-cursive writing. Please
do not submit UPPERCASE or
formatted paragraphs.

Submitted pictures need a
return address and brief
description. Pictures with no
address will remain on file.
Allow 2 weeks for return.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
2024 Subscription rate is
$37.75. If you would like
to receive the “Runner” by

mail, please send a $37.75
check/money order to:
Ak-Chin O’odham Runner
16600 N. Maricopa Hwy.
Maricopa, Arizona 85139

Make check/money order
payable to:
Ak-Chin Indian Community

NEXT DEADLINE
Don't forget the
DEADLINE for the
January 19 -
February 1, 2024
issue is due by

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12TH

Please submit all
announcements, wishes, etc.
no later than

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12TH

JANUARY 12TH DEADLINE
cannot be guaranteed
placement. If appropriate
and relevant, it will be
included in the next issue.

JANUARY 5 - 18, 2024

trees in Milton “Paul”
Antone Memorial Park.

This year, we would like
to thank Maintenance for
their Nutcracker display,
Ak-Chin  Circle for
their Nightmare before
Christmas scene, Fire
Department for their
EIf display and Him-
Dak for their depiction
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Christmas Contests continued from Front

of Rudolph with the
Abominable Showman.

The Him Dak department
won this year’s Light
up the Village Tree
Decorating Contest.
They will receive their
choice of  breakfast
delivery or bowling and
dinner at Ak-Chin Circle.

Him Dak takes the win for the Light up the Village Tree Decorating Contest.

Masik Tas continued from Front

Midland’s show; they
performed on the SAM 575
stage its biggest mobile stage
you can get” David “DT”
Trujillo,  Ak-Chin  Circle
Operations Manager shared.

“Months of planning and
coordinating with  multiple
departments went into making
this a successful event... many
moving parts with a band of
this size and everything has to
go right to make it a successful
event so you need to have a
plan A, B, C!”

Opening up for Midland was
Jesse Colt, who also played at
Ak-Chin Circle’s Luxe after
party, which “did hit capacity
for the night,” said Trujillo.

Saturday brought more than
just free entertainment and
the start of the Open Rodeo,
there was also a free giveaway,
compliments of  Ak-Chin
Farms and R&G Potatoes who

gifted community members a
free 10-Ib bag of potatoes, later
that day it was opened to the
public as well. Many people
shared their gratitude on the
community’s FB for the free
spuds.

Saturday evening had another
great entertainment lineup,
as Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino
brought Parker McCollum to
their stage at Harrah’s Event
Center, for a sold-out show.

Ak-Chin Circle offered free
entertainment on  outdoor
stage with Los Hermanos
Cuatro, Louie S. Eric Y Su
Group Massore, Las Fenix and
headliner Los Palominos, Da
Krazie Pimpz performed at the
Luxe afterparty.

Sunday’s events included the
finals for the Rodeo and Wild
Horse Race events and one
more day of carnival fun and
food.
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2024 Planning and Zoning
Commission Meeting Schedule

The Planning and Zoning Commission meetings
are generally scheduled on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month. Meetings are
held at 6:00 p.m. at the Water Reclamation
Facility (WRF) Conference Room. Meeting dates
are subject to change.

January 09, 2024
January 23, 2024

February 13, 2024
February 27, 2024

March 12, 2024
March 26, 2024

April 09, 2024
April 23, 2024

May 14, 2024
May 28, 2024

June 11, 2024
June 25, 2024

EEEEEE

July 09, 2024
July 23, 2024

August 13, 2024
August 27, 2024

September 10, 2024
September 24, 2024

October 08, 2024
October 22, 2024

November 12, 2024
November 26, 2024

December 10, 2024
December 24, 2024
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Photo by Raychel Peters

Paislee White clings on to her sheep to make a good time.

Material submitted after the.

Caleb Ugalde - 6-9 All Around Champion
Photo Credit: alvinantonephotography

Ak-Chin had members
participating in  two
teams for the Wild Horse
Race. Team Ak-Chin who
placed 2nd, with Nikolai
White, Dominique White
and Nicolas Anderson
and Team Balderrama
with Jesus Balderrama.

There was an excellent
line up of traditional
entertainers to round out
the event, including
dance groups and local
bands like Chaka &

Friends, Molina’s Music
and Gertie & the T.0O.
Boyz.

It was a great time to
see all the smiling faces
at this year’s Masik Tas.
Although it was a bit
chilly it did not keep
people from coming out
to have a good time and
celebrate our Masik Tas
and the holidays.

“December is a
special time for the

WILD HORSE RACE WINNERS: (left) 1st Place - Waste Connections,
(middle) 3rd Place - Mo Green (right) 2nd Place - Ak-Chin.

Photo Credit: alvinantonephotography

community. Ever since
I can remember, the
community has always
come together during
this  time.”  Ak-Chin
Councilmember Gabriel
Lopez shared.

“| remember the
Christmas Dances in the
old tin building in the
area of the old police
dept and old education
trailer.

Then the party moved
to the old Community
Center, and everyone
would get a present, bag
of hard candy with an
oranae n apple. Great

Times then.

Although times have
changed, the meaning
of Masik Tas is different
to us all. I hope that
we remember our past,
current, and  future
leaders who have made
and will make Masik
Tas memorable.” Lopez
added.

“On behalf of the Ak-
Chin Indian Community,
we would like to

congratulate all 2023
Masik  Tas  Roping,
Junior Rodeo, Open

Rodeo, and Wild Horse
Race winners.” Ak-Chin

Chairman Robert Miguel
shared.

“We also send a
heartwarming thank you
to everyone who helped
make this event a success;
from the departments
who worked weeks up to
and through Masik Tas,
Stock Contractor Ryan
Justin and team, all the
volunteers who dedicated
their time to assist where
needed.

Special thanks to all the
contestants, entertainers
and  spectators  for
helping us celebrate our
62nd Masik Tas!”
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Pictures by Councilman Gabriel Lopez, Justin Thomas, Ashley Vincent and Runner Staff
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Happy New Year!
JOB OPENINGS AK-CHIN PARENTS _ _
Due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
and GUARDIANS holiday, there will be no trash picked up on
¢ Deli Clerk Monday, January 15th.
and non-certified) e Plant Electrician
e Detention Officer If you have a Student- Instead, trash will be picked up on Tuesday,

¢ Plant Electrician
& Instrumentation
Technician

athlete from Ak-Chin January 16th.

participating in an
upcoming event and
would like them covered in
future editions of
the Runner, please
let us know!

(certified and non-

certified)
Thank you!

AKk-Chin Indian Community
Sanitation/Public Works

e Communications

Open to Enrolled
Officer

Community Members Only
e Compensation Analyst

e Oral Historian

¢ Maintenance
Technician (5)

e Cultural Resource
Specialist
e Motor Pool Technician

e Teacher (After-School
Program)

*  Administrative Support
Technician- Museum
(closes 01/05/2024)

Email: 4

runnernews @ ak-chin.nsn.us

Happy Birthday Beautiful, 9
years old and still growing.
So proud of everything
you’ve accomplished so
far, from putting your all
into toka and your art to
being the best big sister
to Ellie. We love you
and can’t wait to make
the day about you.
Mom & Ellie

To review the full job description and apply visit www.ak-chin.nsn.us, Job
Openings, and apply online. ALL positions close at midnight (12:00 p.m.) on
the closing date. Great benefits -Health Insurance (medical/dental/vision),
Vacation/Personal Sick leave, 14 Holidays, 401K | To view job openings for
Community Members and/or Employees Only, go to www.ak-chin.nsn.us, go to
Job Openings, go to upper left hand corner of the screen to Menu, go to Current
Employee & Community Member Only Opportunities. This is where all the
postings for Community Members and/or Employees Only are listed. If you need
assistance, please call the Human Resources Dept. at 520-568-1050.

2024 January Birthdays

Phone: (520) 568-1375

THANK YOU

Happy Birthday to my granddaughter Jessica
and grandson Edward
Love, Grandma
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Paden Marsh

lotll
Jason Luz
Jack Tittes-Long

lltll
Persephanie Antone
Mylaunah Robles
Euphrasia Mike
Octavio Machado
Edward Rocha
Bradley Miguel

lztll
Celiyah Antone

Yolanda Melero-Moroyoqui

Y

N

Dallaz Jackson-Narcia

Verdina Aguilla
Eduardo Santiago
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Ryder Narcia
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Dawn Lewis
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Sanya Enos
Dominique White
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Nathaniel Enos
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Perla Corona
Rosalino Ormsby
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Jonathan Peters
Bernadine Romo
Roland Narcia
Adriana Narcia

Phoenix-Michelle Alejandro

Joe Medina
Joshua Peters
Juan Medina
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Estalynn Lopez

Marie Lewis
Leah Castro

Mario Santiago
Lydell Delowe Jr.
Chelsey Mike
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Felicia Vincent
Richard Quintero
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Spencer Antone
Byron White
Irene Smith
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Patricia Perillo
Lucas Antone
April Smith
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Carlton Carlyle Sr.
Mateo Rodriguez
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Francisco Kaniatobe

Henrietta Rubio, Law & Order

Jan 7
Wayne Allison, Law & Order

Jan 9
Jennifer Hill, Law & Order

Jan 10
Gilbert Celaya, Law & Order

Jan 12
Ashley Charles, Social & Health Services

Jan 13
Elizabeth Chavez, Elderly
Teri De La Cruz, Health Education

gan 15
Veronica Armadillo, Maintenance
Jordan Lopez, Parks & Recreation

gan 18
Dominique White, Sanitation

gan 20
Joe Medina, Maintenance

Jan 21
Vera Pablo, Maintenance
Francisco Preciado, Fire & Safety

Jan 23
Kris Narcia, Law & Order
Judy Curry, Education

Jan 25
Jaime Salcido, Him Dak Museum

Jan 26
Beatrice Romo, Parks & Recreation
Thomas Carlyle, Sanitation

Jan 28
Felicia Vincent, Cultural

gan 31
Carlton Carlyle, Environmental Protection
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Parker McCollum

Molina’s Music Las Fenix

Gertie & the T.O. Boyz

) Ak-Chin Concle

NIGHT SWIM AQUAMAN AND THE

LOST KINGDOM

THE COLOR PURPLE
THEBOYSINTHEBOAT ~ ANYONEBUTYOU
FERRARI WONKA
THEIRONCLAW  GODZILLA MINUS ONE
TROLLS BAND
MIGRATION ol

Tickets available online
ak-chincircle.com/theater
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